
CAPS Expert Tip Sheet

From product development and throughout the entire product life cycle, CAPS Expert is the essential decision support tool for
selecting components and suppliers! CAPS Expert is the world’s most comprehensive source of information on semiconductors,
passives, connectors and electromechanicals and Mil Spec cylindrical connectors.

To Start: Select your Desktop login link
OR
Go to http://www.ihs.com, click the Login
button, enter your user name and password,
and click the Submit button.
Click CAPS Expert.

1.

2.

To Exit:

For Help:

Click the Logout button.

Click the Help button. For additional assistance,
contact IHS Customer Support:

1-800-447-3352 (USA/Canada)
+1-303-397-2295 (Worldwide)

Search Screen

Part Number - Type a manufacturer’s part number, partial
part number (see Search Type below), or several part
numbers. Separate part numbers with commas.

Search Type - Indicate if the part you need Begins With,
Contains or is an Exact Match with the numbers(s) you
typed in the Part Number field.

Manufacturer - Narrow your search to parts from a single
manufacturer.

Status Filter - Choose All Parts or Exclude Discontinued
Parts.

Device Type - Search All databases or only:

Note: Your subscription may not include all databases.

Keyword - Type descriptive words. Put a space between
words for AND searches; a comma or semicolon for OR
searches. Keywords are derived from device category
names, family names and functions.a

b

c

d

e
For more information view our demo:www.ihs.com/procurement/caps-expert-components/demo.html
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Standard Search
Describe the part you need, then click the Search button.

Semiconductors - Integrated circuits, discrete
semiconductors and optoelectronic devices.
Passives - Resistors, capacitors and inductors.
Connectors and Electromechanical - Printed
Circuit Board (PCB) mounted connectors,
accessories, IC sockets and switches.
Mil-Spec Cylindrical Connectors - Heavy-duty
cylindrical connectors and accessory components.
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Advanced Search
Document Search - Finds datasheets, end-of-life notices and
other documents. by manufacturer name or keyword, and then
links to details on parts covered in the documents.

Parametric Search - Find parts that have the characteristics you
specify. See pages 3 and 4 of this Tip Sheet for details.

Parametric from Picture Search - Searches the Connectors
and Electromechanicals database. Select a picture of the device,
and then proceed with a Parametric Search to find devices with
the characteristics you need.

Logo Search - Search for a manufacturer profile (name,
address, phone number, Web site address) by selecting a
manufacturer’s logo.

Manufacturer Info Search - Search by a manufacturer’s name
to find its addresses, phone number and Web site.

Step Four:
Analyze Results

View various parameter
groups.

Click the checkboxes to
select parts, then the
Compare button to view
parameters side-by-side.

Step Five:
Side-by-Side
Comparison

Here is information on
the three parts displayed
side-by-side for quick
comparison.

Click these links to view
datasheets, application
notes, end-of-life notices
and other documents.

Parameters that are
different than those of
the first part are
highlighted in color to
save you research time.

View detailed pinout
information.

TM



Part Number Search Results
In this example we searched for part number SNJ55189 and retrieved the following results list:

Click the checkboxes to
select parts, then the
Compare button to view
parameters side-by-side.

Click the Mfr PN (Part
Number) to view Device
Details.

Click the Manufacturer
name links to view
addresses, phone num-
bers and Web sites.

Click:
(Datasheet icons) - to view current datasheets.

(Other Docs icons) - to view historical datasheets, change notices, application notes, end of life notices, etc.

(X-Ref icons) - to view direct replacements, upgrades and downgrades.

(Price & Avail icons) - to view pricing and availability information. If you are registered on the FreeTrade Zone
(www.freetradezone.com), you will be taken directly to a list of possible suppliers.

Device Details (Single-Part Display)
Click the parameter names for a definition of the information contained in each row of the display.
View datasheets,
revision history
application notes or end-
of-life notices.

Initiate a Parametric
Search for similar parts.

Check price and
availability on supplier
Web sites.

View the package
drawing in Drawing
Web Format (DWF).
Download a free copy of
the Autodesk WHIP!®
viewer by clicking the
WHIP! icon.

Datasheet Revision History
Click the icons in the
first column to open the
datasheets (PDF format)
in the Adobe Acrobat®
Reader™.

Click the icons in the
last column to view a
list of related parts.

Parametric Search
Step One:
Select a Category

Select a category from
the list, or enter category
words and click the
Search button to locate
the category.

Step Two:
Select Parameters

The drop-down menu
contains a list of the
parameters for this
category.

Notice that the number
of devices found is
displayed in the Results
frame.

Click an item in the
drop-down list to
display the list of
possible values.

Click the checkboxes to
select the values to use
in your search, and then
click the Select button.

Continue selecting
parameters and values
until you have defined
the part you need.

Step Three:
Display Results

After selecting the
parameters and values
you need, click the
Display Results button
to see a list of the parts
that meet this criteria.
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